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Day
to
remember
Events that have shaped lives
on this day in history . . .

Tuesday

23
August

■■ 410: Rome fell to a western
group of the tribes known as the
Visigoths.
■■ 1793: France introduced the
first national conscription, claim-
ing all unmarried men aged 18
to 25.
■■ 1873: The Albert Bridge
across the Thames at Chelsea
was opened.
■■ 1914: The Battle of Mons, in
Belgium near
the French
frontier,
began.
■■ 1926:
Rudolf
Valentino, pic-
tured,``the
world's great-
est screen
lover'', died in New York aged 31
from complications of ruptured
appendix and gastric ulcer.
Thousands of women lined his
funeral route.
■■ 1938: Len Hutton scored what
was then a world record Test
score of 364 against Australia at
The Oval.
■■ 1939: Germany and Russia
signed a
short-lived
non-aggres-
sion pact
which left
Hitler free to
attack Poland.
■■ 1940: The
Blitz began as
German bombers launched an
all-night raid on London.
■■ 1960: Oscar Hammerstein II,
pictured, American lyricist, died.
His collaboration with Richard
Rodgers to produce Oklahoma
in 1943 changed the whole form
and shape of the musical. They
followed with South Pacific, The
King And I, and The Sound Of
Music.

OONN TTHHIISS DDAAYY LLAASSTT YYEEAARR::

TTOODDAAYY’’SS BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYYSS

An RSPCA investigation was
launched after a woman was
captured on CCTV throwing a
kitten into a wheelie bin in
Coventry.

n Shelley Long, pictured,
actress, 62

n Rick
Springfield,
singer, 62

n Edwyn
Collins, singer,
52

n Shaun Ryder,
singer, 49

n Mark Butcher, former
cricketer, 39
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AAGGOO 5500 YYEEAARRSS
AAGGOO 2255 YYEEAARRSS

AAGGOO
A LARGE fire was the focus of attention
for folk on the Isle of Wight when the
Downs between Ventnor and Shanklin
were ablaze for several miles. According
to Echo reports, the smoke and ashes
from the burning furze caused “quite a
nuisance in the town during the morning”.
The fire crept down the face of St
Boniface Down to the north of Ventnor,
and left it blackened and charred beyond
recognition.

SOUTHAMPTON’S newest artery, a 60ft
road, nearly a quarter of a mile in length and
running between the Central Station Bridge
and the new docks, near the Solent Flour
Mills was opened this week. The road, which
was constructed by the Southern Railway
Engineers Dept, was expected to facilitate
the ever increasing traffic to and from the
Docks and was just the latest development
to the facilities at the New Docks.

A Southampton man was offering a £50
reward to catch a group of hooligans who
smashed up and set fire to his 25-ton cabin
cruiser on the River Itchen at Bitterne Park.
This act of destruction was the latest in a
series of episodes where boats had been
damaged and property stolen causing
frustration to owners in the area.

Emergency services were called when a
lorry started leaking poisonous liquid
ammonia on its journey through the New
Forest. Police spotted the 1,000-gallon
tanker leaking ammonia with highly potent
fumes on the A337 road at Lyndhurst –
stopping it just before it reached the
village centre.

LLooookkiinngg bbaacckk tthhrroouugghh ttiimmee The stories that hit the headlines from the archives of the Daily Echo.
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Ship still at
anchor in
Arab state
THE famous collection
of Middle Eastern fairy
tales and legends One
Thousand and One
Nights is full of charm-
ing make believe, but
for one, former
Southampton legend it
is more a horror story.

In this particular Arabian
story there is chapter after chap-
ter of sorrow, faded glory, and
uncertainty.

For almost 40 years the distinc-
tive, world famous outline of the
Cunard liner, Queen Elizabeth 2,
adorned the Southampton sky-
line, but now, 1,001 days after
she said her last, sad farewell to
her home port of Southampton
she swelters beneath the blazing
Dubai sun, a victim of the glob-
al, economic crash.

Economy
Where the pounding waves,

gale tossed seas, and storm force
winds made little difference to
this sublime example of British
shipbuilding, the harsh reality
of plunging stock markets, dire
trade balances, and the interna-
tional downturn in trade, have
as good as, run this magnificent
vessel aground.

From the outside, QE2 looks as
she always did; an elegant liner,
with a powerful heart, able to
criss-cross the oceans of the
world, but, brush aside this
veneer, she is a sad sight,
unglamorously draped in disap-
pointment on a remote berth in
Dubai.

For months on end, QE2 has not
moved an inch, a skeleton crew, of a
handful of workers, undertake the
minimum amount of maintenance
to keep the liner ticking over, while
ambitious plans to turn the old
Cunarder into a luxury floating
hotel, have been postponed.

Thousands crammed every van-

tage point along Southampton
Water and the Solent on the evening
of Tuesday, November 11, 2008, to
see QE2 sail away forever, as an
armada of boats bobbed about in
her wake, escorting her away from
her home port for the last time.

Launched in 1967, QE2 became the
longest-serving ship in Cunard’s
history, crossing the Atlantic more

than 800 times and carrying more
than 2.5 million passengers.

Throughout her long life, QE2 was
never far from the headlines as she
served her country in times of war
and peace.

She was the target for an extor-
tionist’s bomb hoax, a part of the
South Atlantic Task Force sent to
recapture the Falkland Islands in

1982, while her graceful decks
played host to royalty, film
stars, world leaders, and sport-
ing heroes.

As her graceful outline disap-
peared into the autumn dark-
ness, QE2, which had been sold
to Dubai for about £50m, was
set to be the dramatic centre-
piece of the huge manmade,
Palm Jumeirah Island.

QE2 would be radically
changed, and rumours
abounded; her iconic funnel
might be replaced a by a tower-
ing glass structure, new decks
added, a retail complex con-
structed on board, and her age-
ing cabins refurbished as five-
star, hotel accommodation.

However, once QE2 arrived in
Dubai information about her
future became increasingly
scarce, and the developers,
behind the proposed scheme,
became vague about a
timescale for the project.

Attraction
Stories concerning QE2,

which should have opened as a
world-class tourist attraction
in 2009, surfaced and then sank
without trace.

At one time it was suggested
she would sail to South Africa
to be used as a floating hotel
for football’s World Cup, and,
on another occasion, it was
even mooted, inquiries had
been made about the possibili-
ty of her returning to
Southampton for a visit.

But in reality, QE2 was going
nowhere, as international
money markets imploded,
banks went bust, and a cold
wind of recession blew into
Dubai putting many high-pro-
file developments “on hold’’.

Among the list was QE2,
which, today, remains moored
alongside her berth in Dubai
waiting to learn her eventual
fate, although publicly the
developers maintain a bullish
position, confirming she is

“still a central part of our plans’’.
In the far recesses of the Internet,

in chat-rooms and forums populated
by shipping enthusiasts and an
army of QE2 fans, the great
Cunarder has not been forgotten,
and some even talk, optimistically,
that one day she might even return
to Great Britain.

QE2’s 1,001 nightmare

SOUTHAMPTON LEGEND: Queen Elizabeth 2 still remains the most famous ship
in the world.


